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One highlight of Maldives was
Riyaz, our superman ‘butler’
It’s one thing to see the Indian Ocean through sliding glass doors. Quite another to be able to leap into it as
soon as you step out of the front door of your overwater villa. At Vommuli Island, so much is possible

The resort’s lobster-shaped Iridium Spa
has a hydrotherapy pool, ayurvedic
suits with private steam rooms and
acupuncture. Highly recommended
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T

he Maldives are the only islands I
could repeatedly visit. The country
is visa-free for literally everyone, a
real gem of a place, so why wouldn’t
anyone want to return?
There are 1,200 islands and about
100 of them have been turned into
tourist resorts. Once you exit the airport, either a
boat or a seaplane takes you to your resort. It depends
on how far it is from the airport.
I first visited the Maldives in 2014. We went to
the Lankanfinolhu Island, which has one resort.
I took that trip as a gift to myself for my one-year
anniversary at my new job. To be honest, it was an
average trip. I had only a weekend off and booked
what I could at the last minute.
However, this time, I wanted to do things right.
So, we took a family holiday to the Vommuli Island
in the Dhaalu Atoll of the Maldives. This island also
has only one resort — the five-star St Regis Vommuli
Resort. If you haven’t heard of this hotel brand before,
two words: ultimate luxury. It’s still fairly new in the
Maldives, opened in 2016. And since then, social
media ‘influencers’ have been posting photos from
their ‘overwater villas’ at this resort. Overwater villas
or bungalows are close to the shore, and give you a feel

Riyaz did everything — unpacking,
ironing, making tea, reservations,
driving the buggy. St Regis anywhere in
the world to assigns a butler to guests

of really being in the water. I did my research before
heading to this island and didn’t find one bad review,
so I looked forward to getting there.
We reached the airport early in the morning and
were greeted by our own airport butler. Yes, you read
that right — our own butler. He took us to the St Regis
lounge at the airport where we waited for the seaplane to
arrive. Tickets for the seaplane are at a whopping $645
per person, return trip. It’s a 45-minute flight from the
airport to the resort and the view is unbelievable. The
water below is so clear, you can see the marine life.
Also, you can take a peek at the different reefs, islands
and resorts from an aerial view.
We stayed at one of the sunrise overwater villas at
the resort. Ok, so here’s the part that might make you
gasp. The villa costs more than $1,500 per night.
Pricey, I know. But that is the price you have to pay
if you want to be treated like royalty for a weekend.
I had my reasons to stay at this exceptional resort.
I had just completed a quarter of a century on this
planet and Eid-al-Adha was coming up, so, we went
all out for three nights.
Our own personal butler, named Riyaz, took us to
our overwater villa. He made us feel so welcome. He
was always smiling and took care of our lunch and
dinner reservations, picked us up and dropped us
on the island buggy, unpacked our suitcases, pressed
our clothes, served us morning tea in bed, he
even made my bath for me! Apparently, this is the
traditional St Regis way in each one of their hotels or
resorts across the world.
When we stepped into our villa, we were stunned. It

You must try the Maldivian omelette. It
has tuna and coconut shavings on top.
A lot of the Maldivian dishes have tuna
and coconut, did you know?

There’s a lot to do on this island
— anti-gravity yoga, cycling, a spa,
trampoline jumping, there’s even
a library... The last time I was in the
Maldives, I thought it was all about
water sports, sleeping and eating
was beautiful. The Indian Ocean was visible through
the glass sliding doors and so was the terrace and
our private swimming pool. We had direct access to
the ocean from our villa which was designed so that
the ocean backdrop blended with the living room’s
design. The furnishing was a mixed palette of cream,
cobalt, sea-foam green and brown. The best part for
me was being able to control literally everything
in the room with an iPad — the lights, the TV, the
speakers, the curtains, everything (on holiday a little
laziness and comfort is allowed!). The other sliding
doors in the living room led to the bathroom, which
had a massive bathtub (again, with a view of the
Indian Ocean).
I turned up to this resort with just a few outfits and
my bathing suit, the rest was provided — sunscreen,
sun hats, umbrellas, bug spray, etc.
We had a blast jumping into the ocean directly
from our villa and snorkelling. There were so many
different — and very colourful — kinds of marine life
that we got to see.
As for the food, I was pleasantly surprised. We ate

How can you not fall in love with that
bath tub in the villa? it’s spacious, the
view... Add bath salts, essential oils, gaze
out to the Indian Ocean. Luhverly

at four of their different restaurants, including Alba,
Crust, Cargo and Orientale. The seafood was the
obvious choice as it’s fresh from the Indian Ocean.
In fact, Cargo made me feel like it was a home away
from home as they served Middle Eastern food. I
also learned that traditional Maldivian food includes
lots of tuna, coconut and spices.
We really did feel like royalty on this trip and
according to Maldivian history, we were actually
treated like royals. The Orientale restaurant used a
Maldivian jug and tray to wash our hands before our
meal, which is how the more privileged people in the
country used to be treated back in the day. I’m not
saying I’m privileged… but if the staff wants to wash
my hands, why not? I’m on holiday!
There’s so much to do on this island running the
gamut from anti-gravity yoga, cycling, the Iridium
Spa, trampoline jumping fitness, and there’s even a
library, a recreational villa and so much more. The
last time I was in the Maldives, I was a bit confused
about what else there was to do besides water sports,
sleeping and eating.
After four unbelievable days, we were sad to leave.
I left feeling a little spoiled and I wanted to take our
butler Riyaz with us!
After the hotel stay, we took the seaplane back to
the airport and then took a boat to the capital, Male
City, where we stayed for two nights. That one’s a
different story for another time.
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