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Dud cheque
cases worth
Dh183m
settled
Amira Agarib
dubai — The Jebel Ali Police
settled cases of bounced
cheques worth Dh183million
last year, as compared to Dh135
million in 2016.
Brigadier General Khalil Ibrahim Al Mansouri, assistant commander-in-chief of criminal investigation, praised the Jebel Ali
Police Station in solving cheque
disputes amicably.
During his visit to the Jebel Ali
Police Station, Al Mansouri
pointed out that Jebel Ali jurisdiction includes important industrial areas like the Dubai Free
Zone, Dubai Industrial City,
Dubai Investment Park and Jebel
Ali Industrial Zone as well as
Dubai Aluminium Factory (Dubal), Emirates Natural Gas Company (Dogas).
Many tourist sites, hotels,
residential towers, as well as
commercial centres such as Ibn
Battuta mall also come under
its purview.
Al Mansouri praised the Jebel Ali police station for putting
in place security initiatives including the Deir Balak plan,
which aims to monitor negative
phenomena and reduce crimes
by holding meetings and workshops with security staff working in government and private
institutions. As part of Deir
Balak programme, the police
monitored 710 suspects during
the past year, arrested 60 resident violators, 23 accused involved in smuggling of alcoholic beverages, and seized 49
wanted cars.
amira@khaleejtimes.com
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AI will have a say in future newsrooms
Sarwat Nasir
dubai — Robots may surpass human capabilities in the newsrooms
of the future, Smart Dubai Office’s
director general said.
Speaking to Khaleej Times, Dr
Aisha bint Butti bin Bishr believes
that artificial intelligence (AI) will
act more time-efficiently to analyse
real-time data that will flood newsrooms in the future, “surpassing
human capabilities”.
AI will enable newsrooms to put
forward more “personalised, effective and efficient” content and ads
to their audiences, she noted.
Speaking on future trends in the
media industry, Dr Bishr said that
digital media will continue to dominate newsrooms in the long run.
When asked if robots will replace
human reporters, she said: “The
answer will depend on how proactively media companies and their

staff define their tasks, as that will
determine their success in creating
robots for those tasks.
“Such robots will need to first
imitate human behaviour. But then,
through sufficient training with
abundant data, they can surpass
human capabilities in terms of
speed and accuracy. The timelines
to achieve these are quite uncertain
at this point; however, with strong
ambition and experimentation, it is
a very plausible scenario in the future. Technology is known to
achieve formidable challenges in
the past and, hence this prediction
may be no exception.”
She believes blockchain will
also play a huge role in how media
organisations carry out their
transactions.
“Newsrooms will be flooded
with real-time rich data from various sources. Media companies will
have to process large amounts of
data and make sense out of it in

traditional offline (for eg. paper
based products and services) to online (digital) channels.
“Both supply and demand will
play a critical role in this. The consumers of news today (newspaper
and other print media readers)
have already started opting for
Dr Aisha bint Butti Bin Bishr, digital media due to their digital
director general, Smart Dubai office literacy, ownership of mobile
phones, computers and knowledge
fairly short times. The sheer among different parties and to con- of internet usage,” she said.
“The suppliers of news today are
amount of data and the required duct payments with significantly
leveraging on this trend as a busiprocessing capabilities of the same reduced latency.”
With digital media being domi- ness opportunity. Hence, viable
data may surpass human capabilities. In such instances, technology nating the newsrooms, there is a and profitable business models takmay inevitably become the only possibility that media organisa- ing into account these demand and
tions may adopt a paperless app- supply trends will prevail in the fualternative,” Dr Bishr said.
ture. We at Smart Dubai aim for a
“Technologies, such as AI, will roach within their companies.
Smart Dubai Office’s own mis- paperless city and have started this
also allow media companies to determine the right content and the sion is to make the emirate a paper- transition in the government secright ads for their audiences in a less city. “The need for obtaining tor. We believe the private sector
much more personalised, efficient news will most likely exist in the will also embark on this trend due
and effective manner. Blockchain, foreseeable future. The transition to its positive social, economic and
as an emerging technology, may en- that we see in most industries is a environmental impacts.”
sarwat@khaleejtimes.com
able media sector transactions channel migration of services from

Technologies such as AI will
also allow media companies to
determine the right content and
the right ads for their audiences
in a much more personalised,
efficient and effective manner.”

Dh135

million worth
bounced cheques’
cases settled in 2016

Salesman gets
3-month jail
for groping
shopper
Marie Nammour
dubai — A salesman, who sexually harassed a woman shopper,
has been sentenced to three
months in jail.
According to public prosecution records, the 22-year-old Afghan man touched the French
woman’s hand and groped her
in the Naif area shop where he
worked, on February 15 this
year. He denied a molestation
charge in court, claiming the incident was not intentional. He
was found guilty and will be deported after his jail term.
The complainant, a 31-yearold housewife, said during the
public prosecution investigation:
“Around 10 am, I entered a
women’s clothing shop, checked
the goods on display and then
told the salesman that I would
come back later.
“I was then surprised when he
grabbed my left hand. He then
forcibly groped me. I yelled at
him, telling him to stay away and
not to touch me,” she said.
The housewife then called
the police who arrived shortly
later. The salesman was then
arrested and taken into custody. “We questioned both the
woman and the salesman separately. The latter admitted verbally that he touched the shopper against her will. He said it
was a mistake and that he was
sorry and it would be the last
time he would ever behave like
that,” a police captain said. Another police officer gave a similar statement.
The police arrested the salesman and also seized the shop
surveillance footage.
A report from the general directorate of criminal evidence confirmed the complainant’s account
of what took place in the shop.
The salesman can appeal the
court ruling within 15 days.
mary@khaleejtimes.com

I was surprised
when he grabbed my
left hand. He then
forcibly groped me. I
yelled at him, telling
him to stay away.”
Complainant, French resident
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