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Don’t shy away from using
AI cars, says young prodigy
Sarwat Nasir
dubai — Governments should not
feel deterred from implementing
autonomous vehicles, the world’s
youngest artificial intelligence (AI)
scientist has insisted, after the incident in which a self-driving car
killed a woman in the US.
Speaking to Khaleej Times, Tanmay Bakshi, the 14-year-old AI
expert for IBM, said that “AI will
make mistakes”; however, that
shouldn’t discourage governments
from adopting autonomous vehicles on the roads.
Earlier this month, a self-driving
Uber SUV struck and killed a pedestrian in Arizona. It is recorded
as the world’s first ever fatal incident involving a self-driving car.
The Uber, which was on autonomous mode with an operator in the
driver’s seat, was travelling at about
40mph when it hit the woman.
Her family and Uber have reportedly reached an agreement and
ended their legal battle, though the
details were not disclosed, according to US media reports.
“AI will definitely make mistakes.
But think about this: If it were a human driving in the darkness and the
pedestrian crossed for just a few
seconds while the car was going at
high speed, they’d make the same
mistakes as well,” Bakshi said.
“AI will make mistakes at a much
lower rate than humans ever will.
It’ll also help us in certain areas
that humans couldn’t have. This is
why I think governments will not
feel discouraged from implementing self-driving cars on the roads.”
Bakshi said there are many incidents where AI has saved humans
from getting into road accidents.
He said AI in an autonomous vehicle helps predict potential accidents, ultimately reducing the rate
of accidents caused by humans on
a daily basis. “There’s a lot of other
cases where humans made mistakes that AI wouldn’t have,” he
said. “A recent example involved a
Tesla car. Imagine this: You’ve got
an exit to your right. You’re on the
very verge of deciding whether you
want to take the exit. Just before
you decide to take the exit, there
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Drone light show
winds up festival
Staff Reporter
abu dhabi — The third edition of
10-day Mother of the Nation festival scaled new heights with a
remarkable tribute to the UAE’s
Founding Father on Saturday.
The final two days of the festival saw the Corniche skyline lit up
with 500 drone light show — the
first-ever in the region.
Intel Shooting Star Drones
created ‘Year of Zayed’, figure
of Sheikh Zayed, the UAE’s spirit of unity, symbols like palm
tree, falcons in different forms
and the like. Hundreds of residents were busy capturing the
15-minute LED drone show on
their mobiles.
Talking about the drone show,
Saif Ghobash, director general
of Department of Culture and
Tourism — Abu Dhabi, said the
UAE Capital was first city in the
Middle East to host the unique
drone show.
“This remarkable event truly
captures the emirate’s spirit,
which is grounded in heritage
and tradition, but with a look
to the future. Merging the best
of technology and art, this
captivating show will enable
us to tell the story of Abu Dhabi and pay tribute to our founding fat-her, using the night sky
as our canvas.”

Tanmay Bakshi, the 14-year-old AI expert, says it will ultimately reduce the rate of accidents caused by
humans, citing the recent example involving a Tesla car which avoided collision with two other cars.

AI will make
mistakes, but it will make
them at a much lower
rate than humans ever
will. It’ll help us in certain
areas that humans
couldn’t have.”

Tanmay Bakshi
AI expert for IBM

are two cars in front of you. The
car in the very front makes an
abrupt stop and the car in front of
you crashes into it. Your Tesla car
was able to predict this and was
able to slow down and stop it from

crashing it into the car.” Tesla
opened their first showroom in
Dubai last year. However, the selfdriving feature cannot be legally
operated in the UAE due to a lack
of required legislatures.
Dubai also purchased 50 Tesla
self-driving vehicles for its taxi
fleet, though they cannot be used
until the laws have been implemented. In October 2019, the
Roads and Transport Authority
(RTA) will hold a global conference,
where AI experts and decision
makers will discuss potential laws
and legal framework for the use of
autonomous vehicles.
sarwat@khaleejtimes.com

Regulate and use AI
Artificial Intelligence is a work in
progress. The question is how
much control humans have over
the new technologies that are
being touted as the answers to
all our self-inflicted problems.
Who takes the blame if AI makes
mistakes? Should we allow
these machines to make those
mistakes? Global regulation is
important to keep track of the
rise of AI and make it work for
us and not against us. Control
and common systems should
remain with wise humans and
not with so-called intelligent
machines.

Merging the best of
technology and art, this
captivating show will
enable us to pay tribute
to our founding father
using the night sky as
our canvas.”
Saif Ghobash, Department of
Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi
There was another signature
event of ‘Dancing Fire’, where
dancers captivated the crowds with
mesmerising work with flames.
Emirati singer and composer
Adel Ibrahim set the main
stage on fire with rocking performances. Then there was
Daneel Sayegh, percussionist
and tabla player from Lebanon, who entertained with different genres from Jazz to Latin and Flamenco. Also,
Dubai-based Saffron Collins
and Canadian/Lebanese singer and songwriter Danny Aridi
were the other performers on
the Happiness Stage.
The final day also saw interactive conversations on topics like
‘Achieving Dreams with Passion’
and ‘Renewable Energy in the
MENA Region’.
There were host of other activities
for family as the festival celebrated
the power of Emirati woman.
reporters@khgaleejtimes.com

FNC addresses over 150
questions in 2 years
abu dhabi — Federal National
Council (FNC) members have
addressed approximately 151
questions to government representatives, between the period of
November 18, 2015 to March
27, 2018, of which 17 recommendations have been adopted
on issues of fundamental importance to the society.
The recommendations addressed the development of services across primary sectors, including Emiratisation, housing,

pension, social security, health
and education. They also included ways of engaging UAE citizens
in the public and private sectors,
to harness available potential and
overcoming challenges.
The questions reflect the
FNC’s keenness to follow up on
all issues of main concern to
UAE citizens. They were raised
across 45 sessions during the
16th Legislative Chapter which
began on November 18 until
March 27. — Wam

New road to ease traffic in Abu Dhabi
Staff Reporter
abu dhabi — The Department of
Urban Planning and Municipalities announced the opening of a
1.6km-long stretch on the 10th
street on Saturday.
The expansion marks the first
phase of the master development
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plans of Al Zahiyah project, which
aims to ease traffic congestion in
the area and provide better facilities to the residents.
The department, along with
strategic partners Abu Dhabi General Services Company, Musanada
and other relevant bodies, had
started the work in January 2017.
The redesign and expansion

covers the stretch from Beach Rotana, Abu Dhabi Mall, Le Meridien
to the Mina Street. The street is a
significant component of the development of Al Zahiyah, Tourist
Club Area, the municipality said.
The development work also includes upgrading street lighting
and providing pedestrian paths.
reporters@khaleejtimes.com
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